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U of A South Rain Water Harvesting Tank
   On July 12th, Water Wise conducted a tour of Rain Water Harvesting Systems in the Sierra Vista area.  Rain Water Harvesting systems at  the University of Arizona South, the San Pedro House and at two residences were featured.  
The featured University of Arizona South rain water harvesting system consists of a 2,500 gallon polyethylene tank that collects water from a 500 square foot roof.  In an average rainfall year, this system yields approximately 4,500 gallons of harvested rain water.  The water is used to irrigate the Plant Sciences Center’s demonstration garden.  
The San Pedro House system collects water from a ramada style roof that directs the water through screened gutters and into pipes that further direct the water to two 100 gallon barrels and a 1,550 gallon water tank.  The water pump for the 1,550 gallon tank is solar powered.  The pump directs the water to a xeriscape garden consisting of no-water and low-water native plants. 
One of the residences’ rain water harvesting system consists of  a 2,500 gallon buried cistern that irrigates a fruit and vegetable garden, a lawn and landscape plants.  The other residence collects up to 10,000 gallons of rainwater annually in two 3,000 gallon tanks.  The owners rely almost exclusively on rainwater for bathing, cooking and irrigating a vegetable and fruit garden.  
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To calculate the amount of rain water that can be harvested from a collection area (e.g., a rooftop), multiply the square footage of the collection area by the amount of  rainfall in inches, multiplied by a constant of 0.623 (this is the amount of water in gallons one inch deep in one square foot of space).  For example, 1500 square feet of roof area multiplied by 15 inches of rain multiplied by 0.623 equals 14,017 gallons of water.
GREEN THRESHOLD SUSTAINABILITY MIXER
The Green Threshold bimonthly Sustainability Mixer was held at the Pueblo Del Sol Country Club.  Susan Buchan, Cochise County Planning Director, was the guest speaker.  Susan briefed the participants on the building blocks of a Green Building Program which generally includes a water conservation element.  Green Building Codes can help conserve water in a myriad of ways including:  1) establishing design criteria and efficiency standards for potable water, reclaimed water and greywater 2) reducing the use of excessive turf and water features for landscaping and 3) requiring or encouraging the use of native and drought tolerant landscaping plants.  
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WATER PROJECTS
FORT HUACHUCA-HUACHUCA CITY EFFLUENT TRANSFER PROJECT

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is processing Huachuca City’s grant application to fund the preparation of the Environmental Information Document (EID) for the effluent transfer project.  If the grant is awarded, the funds should be released in late September.  The subsequent NEPA analysis will be completed in approximately four to six months.   
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WATER DISTRICT ORGANIZING BOARD  WORK SESSION and JULY MEETING
The Organizing Board of the San Pedro Water District is working closely with the Arizona Department of Water Resources to develop a Comprehensive Plan, an Organizational Plan, a Financial Plan and an Election Plan.  At its July meeting, the Organizing Board adopted a problem statement (to be addressed by these plans) as follows:  

The problem is to maintain the aquifer and base flow conditions needed to sustain the Upper San Pedro River and to assist in meeting the water supply needs and water conservation requirements for Fort Huachuca and the communities within the district.

The Organizing Board will hold its next work session on August 11, 2008.  Its next regularly scheduled meeting will be held August 18, 2008.
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SUSTAINABILITY SESSION
[image: image11.wmf]Fort Huachuca is preparing a long range Sustainability Plan to guide the Fort ‘s long term planning efforts.   With the assistance of  the Fort’s planning consultants, the USPP Executive Committee members and Partnership Advisory Committee members began to envision and articulate the social, economic and environmental goals of their respective agencies.  The Fort’s planning consultants will facilitate a focused goal setting session with USPP members in August.          
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321 REPORT WORK GROUP

The 321 Report Work Group has been diligently incorporating the data received by multiple scientists and engineers into the draft report.  The draft 2008 321 Report will be presented for review and comment to the Partnership Advisory Commission at its August meeting.
The rain it raineth on the just

And also on the unjust fella:

But chiefly on the just, because

The unjust steals the just’s umbrella.

Walter Sichel, 1923
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